BRUCE LOURIE

Bruce Lourie is an influential leader and thinker in Canada’s environment sector and is co-author or the bestselling book, “Slow Death by Rubber Duck.” His 20 year career is built on creating collaborative solutions to challenges facing non-profits, government and the private sector.  Bruce is President of Ivey Foundation, a private charitable foundation focusing on environmental policy change.  He is a Director of the Ontario Power Authority and was a Director of the Ontario Trillium Foundation for five years.  His extensive leadership included Chairing the Board of Environmental Defence Canada for seven years, overseeing their greatest period of growth and influence.   He has expertise in toxic substances, green energy, forest conservation and environmental philanthropy. His work is characterized by introducing new angles to environmental work including his leadership early on in making environment a public health issue.

Bruce may be best known for his ability to identify gaps in the environmental sector and create vibrant and effective organizations to fill those gaps.   He is a founder of a number of for profit and non-profit organizations including Summerhill Group, a prominent market transformation consultancy in Toronto specializing in corporate and government sustainability; the Sustainability Network, Canada’s leading environmental non-profit capacity building organization; Enerquality Corporation, and the Canadian Environmental Grantmakers’ Network.  He was the founding Executive Director of the Canadian Energy Efficiency Alliance and the founding President of the Clean Air Foundation. Many of the organizations Bruce helped create are now regarded as models in their field.  

Bruce is exceptionally active as an advisor to governments, industry and non-profits on a range of issues.  He is proud of the fact that he has received political appointments from both Conservative and Liberal governments and has been appointed to international, federal, provincial and municipal bodies. He is also one of Canada’s leading experts on mercury pollution but secretly loves tuna. 

