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Praise for Friday Night Lights: 
Untold Stories from Behind the Lights

Nate Hearne’s unique combination of “secular success” and “biblical 
success” sets a new standard. While it is important to prepare young 
people to actualize their performance potential, it is even more important 
to prepare them to live joy-filled, meaningful lives. Dr. Hearne is 
masterful in using his coaching experience at Permian High School as a 
metaphor in describing the important role the “Christ factor” can play in 
that preparation. 

- Dr. Glenn Wilkerson, Author & President of The ARKGroup
 
Through this book you have reminded me and many others that “worldly 
success” is not the only success we should pursue with great passion.

- Dr. Greg Williams, President, Odessa College
 
An outstanding person, fantastic coach, and molder of men, Dr. Hearne 
tells it like it is. When Dr. Hearne says, “But rarely do the goals 
measured by secular success address the long-term, inner character 
development of the athlete,” he is promulgating a profound message that 
should be tattooed across the forehead of every coach of student athletes.

- Dr. Gene Nini, Professor of Economics, UT of the Permian Basin
 
I’m so glad to see this book in print because I know what it will do for 
people. When it comes to making impact, Nate is a true game-changer. 
His stories bring to life clear action steps and illuminate practical 
direction. His encouragement and coaching challenge me to keep moving 
forward. 

- Pastor Brad Stahl, Gateway Church, Southlake, Texas
 
 

Dr. Nathanial Hearne and his wife, 
Callie, live in Arlington, Texas. Dr. 
Hearne is the assistant executive director 
for the Greater Dallas/Ft. Worth 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
 
He is a lifelong educator who uses his 
experiences as a coach, teacher, 
administrator, and pastor to see young 
lives changed through character-building 
and leadership development. 
 
Dr. Hearne was named Outstanding 
Principal of the Year for Region 18 for 
the Ector County Independent School 
District in 1993-94, and Assistant 
Principal of the Year for the Hurst-
Euless-Bedford Independent School 
District in 2008. Dr. Hearne has served 
as pastor of several small Methodist 
churches over the past 15 years.
 
To bring Dr. Hearne to speak at your 
next event, contact him
through his website:
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Racial tension, hidden agendas, and a 
quest for excellence created an exciting 
backdrop for the 1990 New York Times 
Bestselling book, Friday Night Lights: A 
Town, A Team, and A Dream by H.G. 
Bissinger. 
 
That book followed the story of the  
1988-89 Permian High School football 
team in Odessa, Texas. It was a national 
bestseller that was made into a movie and 
a television series by the same name.
 
Dr. Nathanial Hearne was one of the 
football coaches at Permian at that time. 
In fact, he was the first black football 
coach hired at the school. Coach Hearne 
was a key influence in the lives of the 
players on that team, and he has a unique 
perspective on the happenings at Permian.  
 
In these pages, Dr. Hearne shares what 
happened at Permian in his own words. 
This is not just another sports book. 
Anyone who is responsible for leading 
others will benefit from the principles of 
excellence that Dr. Hearne presents 
through his real-life stories. 
 
Parents, teachers, coaches, supervisors, 
managers, and presidents can all come 
away inspired to take account of the 
legacy they are leaving behind. You will 
learn how you can build character into 
those you lead and principles for biblical 
success to help you in all areas of life.

www.NateHearne.com
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to writing and publishing works 
that have the potential to touch 
and change lives. 
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