GEORGE SMITHERMAN

Long before ever thinking about running for elected office, George Smitherman was gaining a reputation as a community leader who always backed his words of support for a cause with action. Whether playing a leadership role in the campaign to save the Wellesley Hospital or by adding his voice, and even challenging his party, on the recognition of the basic human rights protections long denied but now enjoyed by all, George's tireless work ethic and personal connection to his community has always earned him the respect of all, even those on the opposite side of the issue. During his time in Cabinet, he was responsible for the allocation of more than $250 billion.
As a Member of Provincial Parliament, George represented the riding of Toronto Centre for over ten years. During that time he spearheaded a number of local initiatives including the establishment of a new community skating and reading program, enhanced services for Toronto's newest citizens and immigrants at Sherbourne Health Centre. George takes great pride from helping to lead the successful redevelopment of Regent Park, once Canada’s most notorious public housing projects and the early rise of Pathways to Education – a now national program that started in Regent Park, which lead to a huge reduction in dropout rate. George's tireless work for his constituents lead to him being the first Liberal in the history of left leaning Now Magazine, to be voted by its readers as Toronto's "Best MPP".  

As Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, which is the largest government department in Canada, George restored the independent status of Women's College Hospital, delivered community health centres for all of Toronto’s Priority neighborhoods, helped provide over half a million Ontarians with access to a family doctor and improved wait times for key services while at the same time undertaking a massive capital expansion of Toronto's hospitals. He “wrestled cost saving hospital budgets down” and introduced changes that have saved billions in pharmaceutical drug costs. During this time over 6,000 units of housing were created to help keep people with severe mental illness out of the criminal justice and correctional services systems.  

As Deputy Premier George Smitherman was a strong voice for the City of Toronto at the Cabinet table helping Toronto secure a share of the province's gasoline tax for transit, greater flexibility and independence in managing its affairs through changes to the City of Toronto Act, an historic investment in new buses, streetcars and subway cars for the City of Toronto as well as billions in funding for public transit expansion including the subway line to York University and beyond to York Region.  

As Minister of Energy and Infrastructure, George received the World Wind Energy Award for championing green energy. George was responsible for the passage of Ontario's Green Energy and Green Economy Act, which will clean our air, reduce our carbon footprint and create opportunity for more than 50,000 new green energy jobs. During this same period, George led negotiations with the Government of Canada on a massive infrastructure stimulus program, of more than 2600 projects across the Province provoked by the global financial crisis. George is proud of the role he played in making Ontario the recognized North American leader in renewable energy policy, which has already resulted in billions in new investment.

Born and raised in Etobicoke, George has made downtown Toronto his home for more than twenty five years. Prior to holding elected office George owned and operated his own retail business in the City of Toronto for a decade. Following his unplanned retirement from politics, George has returned to his entrepreneurial roots as Chairman and Principal of G&G Global Solutions.  He is married to Christopher Peloso. They adopted Michael in February 2010 and in November of 2011 welcomed a new baby daughter into their family. 

