
LI CUNXIN - INTRODUCTION
At the age of 11 Li Cunxin (pronounced “Lee Schwin Sing”), was picked from poverty in rural China and taken to Beijing to train at Madame Mao's Dance Academy. And so began his incredible journey. The seven year harsh training regime at the Academy taught him discipline, resilience and perseverance. Li’s astounding drive and relentless hard work made him one of the best dancers China has ever produced.

Two years later, Li defected to America (Houston in fact!) in a dramatic media storm, which involved a Vice President of the United States. Taking his new found freedom to new heights, he then went on to become one of the most celebrated dancers in the world. 

The rich story of Li’s inspirational life is recounted in his memoir Mao's Last Dancer, which become an international bestseller, receiving the Christopher Award for Literature.  Academy Award winning producers and writers of the film Shine, Jane Scott and Jan Sardi, have also come together again specifically to produce a featured film based on Li’s extraordinary life.

Li’s journey demonstrates the importance of family values, passion and a determination to turn your dreams into reality. His ability to captivate an audience has been noticed by the Million Dollar Round Table, whom he will be addressing later this year.

Ladies and Gentlemen would you please welcome Li Cunxin…


















